Report of Investigation into Class 50 Rheostatic Brake Problems

The attached 24 page document was found in some archive files at Alstom at
Preston when the site was being cleared prior to closure in mid 2018.

Titled “Report of Investigation into Class 50 Rheostatic Brake Problems” it has no
details of the author, the author’s company, any form of issue control, or any
copyright details. The only date on it is hand-written (315t March 1978). It has a
number of hand-marked corrections, suggesting that it was a draft document not
quite ready for publication. However it not known that it was ever published in any
form.

It seems likely that the author worked for GEC Traction, as it would have been
known at the time, as there is quite a lot of technical detail that may not have been
available to British Railways personnel. However the document content suggests
that the author must have had reasonable access to British Rail maintenance staff
on the London Midland and Western Regions.

The author clearly hoped that a way could be found to reinstate or retain the
rheostatic brake on the Class 50 locomotives operating on the Western Region.
History tells us that other problems, particularly the poor performance of the inertia
air filtering system originally installed, over-ruled this, as removal of the rheostatic
brake equipment permitted a better air filtration system to be installed.

The document has been shown to a number of people who worked for British Rail
and GEC with professional knowledge of Class 50 operations on the London Midland
and Western Regions at the relevant time. None can recall seeing or knowing of the
document, but its technical content does seem to be correct for the 1978 date.

The document was scanned by Paul Steane in May 2024 and hosted on his web site
in July 2024.

If anyone has anything to add to the above, please get in touch with Paul Steane at
the contact email address given on his web site.

This front page was created by Paul Steane on 15 July 2024.
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